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[COURSE COMMITTEE MEETING: FACULTY OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY]

MINUTES OF MEETING NO.01/ HELD IN MUTTRAH HALL AT 03:30 PM ON 05/04/2015
Present:

Prof. Vijay Nair

Mr. Mohammed Siddique

Ms. Asemeh

Mr. Ijaz

Ms. Sowmya

Apologies:

Mr. Ram

Mr. Ricardo

Mr. Albert

Ms. Salini

Ms. Jacintha

Mr. Vishal

Ms. Rinsy

Students Present:

	15201107
	Sarah Shirazali   Kamdar

	14901221
	Sarah Abdul Haleem Abdul Aziz Al Khatib

	14901626
	Aws Ahmad Yousef  Joudeh

	14901271
	Hassan Maqbool Maqbool  Hussain

	2013426
	Nesreen Nooraldin Hassan  Ayasra

	2012051
	Marwa Darwish Ali  Al Balushi

	2012304
	Sara Nasser Musabah  Al Kiyumi

	2013543
	Ramya Gurudas   Kunder

	2012512
	Maryam Abdul Haseeb   Al Ahdab

	15201057
	Bader Talib Ahmed  Al Riyami

	2010460
	Khalifa Abdullah Khalifa  Al Adawi

	2010614
	Areej Mohamed Marhoon  Al Maamari

	2012861
	Maryam Abdul   Hameed

	2011277
	Maryam Othman Mohamed  Al Habsi

	2012997
	Lovena  Joaquim   Gudinho


Students Absent:
	15201147
	Alkahlil Ahmed  Mohammed  Al Ghafri

	2013372
	Nda Juma Ibrahim Said Al Jadeedi

	15201206
	Mutaman Yaqoob Ali  Al Ajmi

	2013195
	Radhiya Abdulrazaq Ali  Al Balushi

	2010605
	Mohammed Abdallah Said  Al Alawi

	2012667
	Fathiya Salim Mohammed  Al Dhuhuri

	2012894
	Abbas Akbar Lal Bakhsh Al Balushi

	2012300
	Hanan Khalfan Abdullah  Al Rashdi

	14901606
	Ammar Abdul Rahman Mohamed  Al Bulushi

	2011347
	Latifa Mohammed Sulayiam  Al Salmi

	2013432
	Zunaira    Nawaz

	14901344
	Ahmed  Saif Abdullah   Al Hashmi

	15201165
	Azzam Mohamed AbdulAziz  AL Raeesi

	14901603
	Hazaa Saud Mohamed  Al Busafi

	2013603
	Amal Rashid Abdullah  Al Siyabi

	2013717
	Manal  Mohammed Salim  Al Rashdi

	2013309
	Malouk Ibrahim Khalaf  Al Kharusi

	2013843
	Bader Saud Hamed  Al Ismaili

	2010464
	Faisal  Abdul Razak Mohamed Al Khusaibi

	2010465
	Fahad Abdul Razaq Mohamed  Al Khusaibi

	14901614
	Hussein  Mabrook Juma  Al Zadjali

	15201243
	Harith Said Nasser  AL Harthi

	2013232
	Salim Said Salim  Al Habsi

	14901295
	Ahmed Khalifa Mohammed  Al Busaidy

	14901510
	Hilal Amur Hilai  Al Hajri

	14901485
	Ali Ahmed Ali  Al Taii

	2012165
	Abir Salim Mansoor  Al Hadhrami

	2013362
	Mundhir Salim Humaid  Al Wahibi 

	2013831
	 Fahiyama salim Saif  Al Saidi 


The Chair introduced the staff present and welcomed all for the First course committee meeting of the semester (February 2015 – June 2015). The Chair thanked and appreciated the Students for representing their class groups and their efforts for voicing the concerns of their groups so that the issues are resolved thorough this forum. He welcomed Students to express their group concerns and recommendations to the faculty. He informed the students that all the housekeeping issues will be discussed tomorrow 6th April, 2015 during the college housekeeping meeting and now only the academic issues will be discussed. He emphasized that the discussion should not stop with the meeting, instead the class reps should go and inform the discussion to their respective class groups. 
1.
Minutes of previous meeting:

The chair read through the minutes of the last meeting held on 11th November, 2014. It was noted that there were no issues raised from the minutes of the previous course committee meeting. The Chair confirmed the minutes.

2.
 Assignment issues:
2.1. ITWA students raised the issue that they are finding difficulty in designing the website. The teacher was fast in explaining the assignment and at end of every 2    weeks they need to submit the draft which is marked. 
RESPONSE: The DoS briefed the students that the marking on the draft is done to evaluate their performance. This is not assessment marking and that the actual assignment will be marked after final submission. He further informed that if their lecturer is not available or is busy they can even seek support from co-tutors or other lecturers. They can 
send email asking for an appointment otherwise. The students can also meet their respective academic advisors and seek support in any matter. 
ACTION: The DoS informed that the lecturer is already informed about this issue 
and the teacher will be explaining the assignment again in details. 

2.2. The students informed that the time allotted for assignment submission is not sufficient. Most of the submissions are scheduled at the same time and students find it really hectic. 

RESPONSE: The assignment are released well in advance and the students should work 
every day right from the beginning when it is released with proper time management. Meet the academic advisors and ask their support to plan and manage the time accordingly. Moreover, the module hand book that is given right at the beginning gives details of the week wise activities so that the students are aware what to expect each week. 
2.3. A student requested to release the assignment in week 1 so that they get enough time to start working on it right from the beginning. 

RESPONSE: The student were briefed of the process of the assessment pack preparation. 
The assessment pack is sent by the module coordinator to the moderator, then to the quality assurance and to the external examiner for review.  After complete review, it is ready to be released to the students. Sometimes, the assignment cannot be released before the 
necessary topic to prepare the assignment are covered in the class. 
3.
Registration Issues:
3.1. The students raised issues regarding changing timetables in the first weeks. RESPONSE: The HoF and the DoS explained that this is because of the class groups that are closed and later timings changed due to clash in the accommodating other students in existing time tables, students 
wanting to change from part time to full time or vice versa.
ACTION: They were informed that in future they will try to minimize these changes. 
4.
Classes/ Modules/ Timings:


4.1. Students raised issues related to the time gaps between one class to the other.

RESPONSE: HoF informed the students that a student registered on the full time programme should be available between 08:00 am to 04:30 pm and a part time students should be available from 05:00 pm to 08:30 pm. The staff have to look into a lot of permutations and combinations to make sure the time tables do not clash as there 
are students taking modules in different levels simultaneously. 
ACTION: The HoF assured that the staff involved in registrations try their best for the benefit of the students and will continue to do so. 

4.2. Students raised module related issues such as the following:

DSA: The students reported that the module is more into algorithm than 
programming, and requested for more practice. 

RESPONSE: The staff informed that the modules does concentrates more on the algorithm and not programming. The students are required to use the programming skills that were acquired in the FACL module in implementing these algorithms. 

DCN: A student reported that more practical is required in DCN as currently it is 
mostly focused on theory.
RESPONSE: The staff informed that the practical topics are covered in the CSY module. However, it was further briefed that the programme review that is under process, and in the new curriculum the modules DCN and CSY will be combined and this concern will be resolved. 

5.
Teaching concerns:


5.1. The students reported difficulty in understanding the way in which the TWPSE 
assignment was briefed differently by the two lecturers teaching on the same 
module. 
ACTION: The students were informed that both the staff will be informed of this 
and will be asked to maintain consistency in the way of the delivery of the 
assignments.  

6.
Academic Advising:

The class reps were asked if students from their class groups were aware of their academic advisors. All of informed that their friends are aware of the academic advising and 
are meeting their advisors from time to time. 
7.
Academic improvement plan:


The students were briefed of the academic improvement plan that is drafted to 
benefit those students with repeated retakes in a module. 
8.
Student activities:


A class representative has shown interest in organizing activities for the IT students 
which will help them develop beyond the regular curriculum. The rest of the class 
representatives were requested to contribute ideas and it will be supported by the 
staff. The students are asked to come up with a draft plan and it will be looked into. 
9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


9.1
A student requested hands on experience during the TP2 workshops. 

RESPONSE: The staff informed that it is difficult as projects are different for each students. Whatever the students study in Level 1, 2 and 3 should reflect all the learning's in the final technology project. Workshops are just to guide and supervise the students as to how the approach should be in developing the applications.

9.2
The students appreciated the effort of the lecturers in helping them manage 


their time tables, lending extra support whenever required, explain and make 


them understand better in various modules. 
9.3
HoF insisted that students must take advantage of the forums that are specially created for them to express their concerns. These issues will be communicated and the college will take necessary actions on time. 
9.4
HoF advised Students to meet and discuss with the HoF, DoS or the QA if they have any issues and in case a student is not able to reach any of these they may address the issue through email, which will be taken note.
All Students must inform their respective groups of the discussion of these meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 04:40 pm on 05th April, 2015.
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