Conditions of Entry:

General Conditions:

1. The competition is open to all Omani nationals and residents.

2. Manuscripts must be written in English and be the

competitors’ original and unpublished work.

3. Candidates must be between 14-23 years of age unless
otherwise specified at the initial announcement (proof of age
may be required).

More than one entry may be submitted.

Entry Forms must be submitted before entries can be

considered.

6. In order to ensure anonymity, entries must be submitted
without the author's name or identity appearing on the entry.

7. Competitors are advised to retain a copy of items submitted as
manuscripts will not be returned.

8. The judges reserve the right to reject entries over the choice
of topic, the language used or exceeding the specified word
limit.

9. The judges’ decision is final and no appeal will be
entertained.

10. Finalists only will be notified and prizes will be awarded at a
presentation that will be announced later on.

11.Worldwide copyright of each entry remains with the author,
but Penned Thoughts will have the unrestricted right to
publish the winning poems and stories, on the website, digital
platforms and any relevant promotional material

For more information, please visit www.pennedthoughts.com
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Penned Thoughts
The Ali Mehdi Annual Young Writers Competition

This inaugural Young Writers’ competition is intended — among
other things - to commemorate the young poet and writer, Ali
Mehdi, who sadly passed away on the 21* of June 2008 at the
young age of 29.

Ali’s passion was writing. He strongly believed in the power of
the pen to make a difference in the world. As such, there could
not be a more befitting way of cherishing Ali’s dreams and
enthusiasm than to support young souls with sky-high dreams
and aspirations to be a published writer.

Sponsored by the proceedings from Ali’s three published poetry
collections: Rapidly Blue (2002), Wonderous World (2005) and
In the Dimmest of Light (2008), this competition invites creative
writing entries from all aspiring young writers in the categories
of Poetry, Short Story and Articles.

The competition aims to promote and encourage gifted young
writers, to celebrate their talent and allow them a valuable
opportunity to present their literary work to a wider audience.

Categories:
1. Short Story
2. Article

3. Poetry




